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DETAILED ACTION 

EXAMINER'S AMENDMENT 

An examiner's amendment to the record appears below. Should the changes 
and/or additions be unacceptable to applicant, an amendment may be filed as provided 
by 37 CFR 1 .312. To ensure consideration of such an amendment, it MUST be 
submitted no later than the payment of the issue fee. 

The application has been amended as follows: 

In the claims: 

Claim 1 , line 6, delete "each of materials," and replace with - each of the 
materials in the material database, - 

Claim 1 , lines 8-9, insert - the - in between "each of and "controlled". 
Claim 1, line 9, replace "the" with - a --. 

Claim 1, lines 10-11, delete "permission/non-permission of use of the material;" 
and replace with -- a permission and non-permission, with respect to a use of a 
material; -. 

Claim 1 , line 23, delete "each of materials" and replace with - each of the 
materials -. 

Claim 2, line 9, insert - selected - in between "the" and "material". 

Claim 5, line 8, delete "each of materials," and replace with - each of the 
materials in the material database, - 

Claim 5, line 10, insert - the - in between "each of and "controlled". 
Claim 5, line 1 1 , replace "the" with ~ a -. 

Claim 5, lines 12-13, delete "permission/non-permission of use of the material;" 
and replace with - a permission and non-permission, with respect to a use of a 
material; -. 



Application/Control Number: 10/527,793 
Art Unit: 2121 



Page 3 



Claim 5, line 24, delete "each of materials" and replace with - each of the 
materials -. 

Claim 6, lines 11-12, replace "the material" and replace with - the selected 
material -. 

Claim 9, lines 6-7, delete "each of materials," and replace with - each of the 
materials in the material database, -- 

Claim 9, line 9, insert - the - in between "of and "controlled". 

Claim 9, line 9, replace "in the material" with - in a material --. 

Claim 9, lines 10-11, delete "permission/non-permission of use of the material;" 
and replace with - a permission and non-permission, with respect to a use of a 
material; --. 

Claim 9, line 21 , "each of materials" and replace with - each of the materials --. 
Claim 10, line 10, replace "the material" and replace with - the selected material 

Allowable Subject Matter 

Claims 1-4 are allowed. 

As per claims 1-4, specifically independent claim 1, the prior art of records fails to 
teach a design supporting system that is connected to a client terminal over a network 
and supports component design that is executed in the client terminal, the system 
comprising: 

a storage device which stores a material database for managing, with respect to 
each of the materials in the material database, a material name of each material, 
controlled substance information indicative of a content of each of the controlled 
substances included in a material, and a discrimination information indicative of a 
permission and non-permission, with respect to a use of a material; 
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a design information acquisition unit configured to cooperate with a component 
design supporting program which is executed by the client terminal, and acquire, from 
the component design supporting program via the network, component design 
information including volume information indicative of a volume of a component which is 
designed using the component design supporting program; 

a determination unit configured to determine, when a material selection request 
relating to the designed component is input from the client terminal via the network, 
whether each of the materials stored in the material database is a usable material for a 
component classification corresponding to the designed component, based on the 
discrimination information and information indicative of a relationship between the 
component classification and usable materials for the component belonging to the 
component classification; 

a generation unit configured to generate, based on a result of the determination, 
list information indicative of a list of names of usable materials for the component 
classification corresponding to the designed component, and send the list information to 
the client terminal over the network; 

a controlled substance information acquisition unit configured to acquire, from the 
material database, controlled substance information corresponding to the material name 
which is selected from the list information by the client terminal; 

a calculation unit configured to calculate, based on the acquired controlled 
substance information and the volume information included in the acquired component 
design information, a content of the controlled substance which is included in the 
designed component when the material of the selected material name is applied to the 
designed component; and 

an output unit configured to output the calculated content of the controlled 
substance as evaluation information of the designed component. 

(Examiner Note: changes made by way of the Examiner's Amendment are 
indicated in bold). 



Claims 5-8 are allowed. 
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As per claims 5-8, specifically independent claim 5, the prior art of record fails to 
teach a program which is stored in a computer- readable medium and causes a 
computer, which can execute communication with a client terminal over a network, to 
support component design that is executed in the client terminal, the program 
comprising: 

causing the computer to execute a process of managing a material database 
which manages, with respect to each of the materials in the material database , a 
material name of each material, controlled substance information indicative of a content 
of each of the controlled substances included in a material, and a discrimination 
information indicative of a permission and non-permission, with respect to a use of a 
material; 

causing the computer to execute a process of acquiring component design 
information including volume information indicative of a volume of a component, which 
is designed using a component design supporting program that is executed by the client 
terminal, from the component design supporting program via the network; 

causing the computer to execute a process of determining, when a material 
selection request relating to the designed component is input from the client terminal via 
the network, whether each of the materials stored in the material database is a usable 
material for a component classification corresponding to the designed component, 
based on the discrimination information and information indicative of a relationship 
between the component classification and usable materials for the component 
belonging to the component classification; 

causing the computer to execute a process of generating, based on a 
determination result of the material determination process, list information that is 
indicative of a list of names of usable materials for the component classification 
corresponding to the designed component, and sending the material name list 
information to the client terminal over the network; 

causing the computer to execute a process of acquiring, from the material 
database, controlled substance information corresponding to the material name that is 
selected from the list information by the client terminal; 
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causing the computer to execute a process of calculating, based on the acquired 
controlled substance information and the volume information included in the acquired 
component design information, a content of the controlled substance that is included in 
the designed component when the material of the selected material name is applied to 
the designed component; and 

causing the computer to execute an evaluation information output process of 
outputting the calculated content of the controlled substance as evaluation information 
of the designed component. 

(Examiner Note: changes made by way of the Examiner's Amendment are 
indicated in bold). 

As per claims 9-12, specifically independent claim 9, the prior art of record fails to 
teach a method of supporting component design that is executed in a client terminal, 
with use of a computer that can execute communication with the client terminal over a 
network, the method comprising: 

executing a process of managing a material database that manages, with respect 
to each of the materials in the materials database, a material name of each material, 
controlled substance information indicative of a content of each of the controlled 
substances included in a material, and a discrimination information indicative of a 
permission and non-permission, with respect to a use of a material; 

executing a process of acquiring component design information including volume 
information indicative of a volume of a component, which is designed using a 
component design supporting program that is executed by the client terminal, from the 
component design supporting program via the network; 

executing a material determination process of determining, when a material 
selection request relating to the designed component is input from the client terminal via 
the network, whether each of the materials stored in the material database is a usable 
material for a component classification corresponding to the designed component, 
based on the discrimination information and information indicative of a relationship 
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between the component classification and usable materials for the component 
belonging to the component classification; 

executing a process of generating, based on a determination result of the 
material determination process, list information that is indicative of a list of names of 
usable materials for the component classification corresponding to the designed 
component, and sending the list information to the client terminal over the network; 

executing a process of acquiring, from the material database, controlled 
substance information corresponding to the material name that is selected from the list 
information by the client terminal; 

executing a process of calculating, based on the acquired controlled substance 
information and the volume information included in the acquired component design 
information, a content of the controlled substance that is included in the designed 
component when the material of the selected material name is applied to the designed 
component; and 

executing an evaluation information output process of outputting the calculated 
content of the controlled substance as evaluation information of the designed 
component. 

(Examiner Note: changes made by way of the Examiner's Amendment are 
indicated in bold). 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Ronald D. Hartman Jr. whose telephone number is 
(571) 272-3684. The examiner can normally be reached on Mon.-Fri., 11:00 - 8:30 pm, 
EST. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Anthony Knight can be reached on (571) 272-3687. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
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published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

Ronald D Hartman Jr. 
Primary Examiner 
Art Unit 2121 

September 29, 2007 
RDH 



